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Kathryn Hansen 
Kathryn H. Hansen, 89, of 

Armstrong died Aug. 13, 2021 
at Valley View Care Center in 
Armstrong. 

Funeral services will be Sat-
urday, Aug. 28, at 11 a.m. at 
Riverside Evangelical Free 
Church in Linn Grove. Burial 
will be at Barnes Township 
Cemetery. Visitation will be 
one hour prior to the service at 
the church. Sliefert Funeral 
Home in Sioux Rapids is in 
charge of arrangements.  

Kathryn Helen Hansen, the 
daughter of Robert Frank and 
Leona (Niebuhr) Donahoo, 
was born on July 21, 1932, in 
Omaha, Neb. Kathryn was 
raised in rural Peterson, and 
attended Brooke Consolidated 
School, where she graduated 
in 1950 and then attended 
Buena Vista College for one 
year. Kathryn became a Chris-
tian on Oct. 10, 1950, making 
Christ her Lord and Savior.  
She was baptized in 2016 at 
Hope Evangelical Free Church 
in Storm Lake. 

On Aug. 26, 1951, Kathryn 
married her one and only love 
of her life, Lowell Hansen, at St. 
John’s United Church of 
Christ, south of Peterson.  This 
union was blessed with five 
children: Kirby, Deanna, Gary, 
Lisa and Victor.  Kathy and her 
husband enjoyed many years 
on their farm south of Linn 
Grove until Lowell’s death in 
2004, celebrating 52 years of 
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being treated today — espe-
cially as Covid’s highly conta-
gious Delta variant spreads 
rapidly. 

Fifty years ago, Governor 
Hughes defused the Amish 
controversy by bringing the 
parties together to find a solu-
tion that was acceptable to 
everyone. It was not a quick 
fix, but he thought it was bet-
ter to reduce people’s anxieties 
right away while officials 
searched for a long-term 
compromise. Hughes be-
lieved a permanent solution 
was preferable over continu-
ing to jail and fine Amish par-
ents and traumatize their chil-
dren for standing up for their 
religious beliefs — beliefs that 
frown on modern conven-
iences like cars and electricity, 
government schools, and So-
cial Security.  

In the final analysis, allow-
ing the Amish to operate their 
own schools with their own 
teachers and their own cur-
riculum that ended with the 
eighth grade did not harm the 
non-Amish. But in the current 
controversy over efforts to 
mitigate the spread of coron-
avirus, many people think 
state government’s position 
making mitigation efforts op-
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tional, rather than mandatory, 
is harmful to those who are 
trying to keep their relatives 
and friends safe.  

The law the Legislature 
and Gov. Kim Reynolds en-
acted this spring in the middle 
of the night has added to the 
public turmoil over Covid, 
rather than reducing it. 

Public school districts now 
cannot require students and 
employees to wear masks. 
They cannot require a Covid 
vaccination. They cannot re-
quire students or staff who 
have Covid to quarantine. 
They cannot inform parents 
when someone in their child’s 
classroom tests positive for 
the disease. 

That is a big deal in ele-
mentary school where chil-
dren are not old enough to re-
ceive Covid vaccinations. That 
is a big deal for families who 
have people at home with 
compromised immunity — a 
fact that makes them more 
vulnerable to the disease. 

Plus, the Iowa Department 
of Public Health has stopped 
providing daily updates of the 
state’s Covid data and has 
gone to once-a-week updates.  

The controversy over 
mandatory masks vs. optional 
masks raises questions that 
Governor Reynolds should 
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BY NATHANIEL HIEBER 

I’m certain that the people of Storm Lake 
have grown rather tired of people outside 
your community commenting on its inter-
actions with immigrants. Despite all of the 

research that myself and my classmates have 
done, the fact remains that I do not have any 
experience interacting with the town as a 
whole or the community outside of several in-
terviews with current and past residents. Peo-
ple can only take so many cri-
tiques on how they handle 
their lives and homes before 
getting sick of it. While Storm 
Lake has done an admirable 
job welcoming its legal immi-
grants, I’d like to explore how 
the town has viewed illegal 
immigrants in the recent past. 

It can be rather easy to say 
that such rhetoric is the result 
of a few bad actors. Former 
Congressman Steve King is an 
excellent example of this. His 
opinions against illegal immi-
grants are as infamous as they 
are disturbing. One well 
known example is came in 
2013 where, as the Storm Lake 
Pilot Tribune reported, King 
gave remarks on illegal immi-
grant children under the 
DREAM Act that “‘For every 
one who’s a valedictorian, 
there’s another 100 out there 
that they weigh 130 pounds, 
and they’ve got calves the size 
of cantaloupes because they’re hauling 75 
pounds of Marijuana across the desert.’” When 
such low hanging fruit as King exists, it is easy 
to distance oneself and say, “I can’t be that hor-
rible towards illegal immigrants, because I 
don’t act like this guy.” 

While Steve King is a blatant example of 
someone being prejudiced towards illegal im-
migrants, he was hardly alone in his thinking 
towards them in Storm Lake. Through the 
archival research that myself and others have 

conducted, a pattern emerges in the recent 
past that shows how some people within the 
Storm Lake area have viewed illegal immi-
grants. The following quotes are merely a few 
examples to demonstrate what myself and 
others have encountered in the archives for 
Storm Lake’s newspapers. 

With the editorial “Take the profit out of il-
legal immigration,” Jeannie Claire claimed in 
2007 that “Many illegal immigrants harbor 
fatal diseases that American medicine van-
quished long ago, such as drug-resistant tuber-
culosis, malaria, leprosy, plague, polio, and 
others.” This idea of illegal immigrants carrying 
diseases helped to push her argument to alter 
this nations’ immigration system to keep such 

individuals out. That same 
year, Yeh Ling Ling won-
dered (“Sharp response to 
Fox comments”) if illegal 
immigrants from Mexico 
were part of some sort of 
dastardly plot against the 
United States, questioning, 
“Is Mexico using both legal 
and illegal migration to 
strongly influence our poli-
cies, future elections and 
eventually to extend the 
Mexican nation as Mexican 
population has exploded in 
many parts of the U.S.?”  

On the national scene, 
Paul Harvey wrote a 1993 
editorial “Our over-full 
house,” which was pub-
lished by the Pilot Tribune. 
It stated that the United 
States was far too open with 
the number of illegal immi-
grants it allowed to slip past 
its defenses. “Our West 
Coast has been awash with 

illegals from Mexico for a generation, from 
China for the past two years. Our East Coast 
has been awash with Cubans, Haitians, and 
immigrants from a dozen Caribbean nations 
and recently more Chinese.” Harvey goes on to 
state that “When they [illegal immigrants] buy 
their way aboard the smugglers’ boats, they are 
taught to mouth all the appropriate political 
phrases, thus to take maximum advantage of 
our present laws and regulations.” Steve King 
may have been a blatant example of bigotry to-

wards illegal immigrants, but it seems that 
some of his constituents were of equal mind 
with him. 

There are multiple reasons why people hold 
these stances against illegal immigrants, and 
only a few will be discussed here. One is the 
view that illegal immigrants “steal” jobs away 
from hardworking Americans, and that they 
should be kicked out of the country because of 
that. Storm Lake is a meatpacking town, with 
many immigrants (legal or otherwise) coming 
to the city for meatpacking jobs. How many 
native-born Americans would be willing to do 
the monotonous and dangerous work that 
such a profession requires? Not to mention the 
fact that some sectors of the economy seem to 
rely upon illegal immigrant labor. In 2011, the 
state of Georgia passed heavily restrictive leg-
islation against illegal immigrants, which re-
sulted in farmhands not showing up to work 
like they normally would. This lead to a labor 
shortage in the state, which forced farmers to 
leave millions of dollars’ worth of crops to rot 
in unattended farm fields. Where were all of 
those Americans claiming that illegal immi-
grants stole their jobs when said jobs were left 
open? 

Another argument is the belief that illegal 
immigrants are akin to parasites, constantly 
sucking away resources and tax payer dollars 
for their own needs while giving next to noth-
ing back. Aside from all the labor that they pro-
vide to numerous sectors of the U.S. economy 
disproving this sentiment, there is also the fact 
that illegal immigrants still pay federal, state, 
and local taxes, as well as providing funds to 
certain social safety net programs such as So-
cial Security. According to the Congressional 
Budget Office, 50-75% of illegal immigrants 
pay billions in taxes every year, and have done 
so for at least the past 25 years. Parasites nor-
mally do not provide something in return to 
their hosts, so either illegal immigrants are hor-
rible and inefficient leeches on society, or they 
provide more benefits than detriments. 

Then there is the argument of not “reward-
ing” illegal immigrants with citizenship for 
breaking the law by coming here without doc-
umentation. This supposes that everyone has 
the ability to pay the average nonrefundable 
application fee of $725 and can wait the aver-
age of 6-12 months to see if they became a cit-
izen. Not everyone has enough money or time 
to be able to do that safely, or has the option to 

remain where they are and go through the en-
tire process. It also supposes that there should 
be some sort of punishment for crossing a line 
in the dirt without the proper paperwork, as if 
wondering if you were going to be deported 
every time you walked out your door and the 
harrowing journey to enter the country were 
not punishment enough.  

That does not even dig into the fact that the 
illegal immigrants that law enforcement offi-
cials arrest are the lucky ones, the ones who 
survived the journey to get into the United 
States. And the reason for death is not always 
criminals trying to take advantage of their 
plight. According the 2019 Washington Post ar-
ticle “For 25 years, Operation Gatekeeper has 
made life worse for border communities,” a 
United States policy called Operation Gate-
keeper has made border crossings as difficult 
as possible. While it began in San Diego, Calif., 
it would gradually spread its influence as far as 
Brownsville, Texas. The stated goal when the 
program began on Oct. 1, 1994 was “preven-
tion through deterrence,” with the rational 
being that if crossing the U.S.-Mexico border 
was harder and more likely to result in death, 
less people would try to cross it. That did not 
work, and conservative estimates for the num-
ber of people who have died because of Oper-
ation Gatekeeper is more than 8,300, nearly 
one per day for over 25 years. 

How many of those people could have be-
come hardworking and productive members 
of society? We will never know. However, one 
thing that can be known is that we determine 
our attitudes towards illegal immigrants. I am 
not asking everyone to throw open their doors 
to them, or to bend over backwards to ensure 
that they are protected from harm in your 
community. As someone outside the commu-
nity, I cannot make any such demands of you. 
I am suggesting that there is plenty of improve-
ment to be had with how various people have 
viewed and may continue to view illegal immi-
grants. My studies have shown that the com-
munity has taken great strides to peacefully in-
teract with legal immigrants coming into the 
Storm Lake area. The question is if that same 
hospitality has extended as completely to ille-
gal ones as well. 

 
Hieber is a student at the University of 

Miami in Oxford, Ohio and spent a semester 
studying Storm Lake. 

marriage. In July 2012, Kathryn 
moved to Otsego Assisted Liv-
ing in Storm Lake. She resided 
there until July 2020, when she 
temporarily moved to Es-
therville with her son Gary and 
wife Judy, then in January 2021 
moved to Valley Vue Care Cen-
ter in Armstrong. 

Kathryn’s strong Christian 
faith was a vital part of her life.  
She was an active member of 
Riverside Evangelical Free 
Church in Linn Grove, where 
she served many years as a 
Sunday School teacher, 
women’s groups, Geneva Fel-
lowship and Bible studies.  Ad-
ditionally, she was part of the 
local women’s federated 
group, spent many years as a 
voting election worker, and 
enjoyed spending time with 
her family, especially camping 
throughout the United States 
and Canada. Kathy loved read-
ing, music, baking, crafting, 
staying fit and her Siamese 
cats. 

Left to cherish her memory 
are children: Deanna (Bill) 
Lund of Norwalk, Ohio; Gary 
(Judy) Hansen of Estherville; 
Lisa (Dr. Robert) Kraus of Ed-
wardsville, Kan.; and Victor 
(Jene) Hansen of Linn Grove; 
seven grandsons and seven 
great-grandchildren; sister-in-
law Marvis Hansen and sister-
in-law Wanda Donahoo and 
other relatives and friends. 

Preceding Kathryn in death 
were her husband Lowell; 
brothers Robert and Charles; 
son Kirby and his wife Donna; 
and grandson Colin and his 
wife, Angela.

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION 
 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
 
The City of Storm Lake, Iowa, is 
hereby serving as Public Notice that on 
September 7, 2021, at 5:00 p.m., the 
City Council will hold a public hearing 
in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 
620 Erie Street, Storm Lake, Iowa, to 
consider an application for a Commu-
nity Development Block Grant (COVID-
CV).  The application will be used for a 
Library Improvements Project for the 
Storm Lake Library. 
 
This meeting will be held to give resi-
dents information concerning the pro-
posed grant application.  Citizens are 
encouraged to attend and express their 
preferences about the proposed activ-
ities.  Residents are able to provide 
comments in writing in advance of the 
meeting by email to cityclerk@storm-
lake.org or by mail to PO Box 1086, 
Storm Lake, IA 50588.  Anyone having 
questions about this assessment or re-
quiring special accommodations at the 
upcoming hearing may contact the City 
Clerk at 712-732-8000. 
 
For legally required publications, the 
designated official newspaper for the 
City of Storm Lake is the Pilot Tribune 
Newspaper. 
 
/s/Mayra A. Martinez 
Mayra Martinez 
City Clerk 
City of Storm Lake, Iowa                 37 
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The City of Storm Lake, Iowa, is 
hereby serving as Public Notice that on 
September 7, 2021, at 5:00 p.m., the 
City Council will hold a public hearing 
in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 
620 Erie Street, Storm Lake, Iowa, to 
consider a Community Development 
and Housing Needs Assessment.  The 
assessment will outline projects that 
the City has identified as community 
and housing needs over the next few 
years. 
 
This meeting will be held to give resi-
dents information concerning the pro-
posed assessment.  Citizens are en-
couraged to attend and express their 
preferences about the proposed activ-
ities.  Residents are able to provide 
comments in writing in advance of the 
meeting by email to cityclerk@storm-
lake.org or by mail to PO Box 1086, 
Storm Lake, IA 50588.  Anyone having 
questions about this assessment or re-
quiring special accommodations at the 
upcoming hearing may contact the City 
Clerk at 712-732-8000. 
 
For legally required publications, the 
designated official newspaper for the 
City of Storm Lake is the Pilot Tribune 
Newspaper. 
 
_/s/Mayra A. Martinez 
Mayra Martinez 
City Clerk 
City of Storm Lake, Iowa                38

find uncomfortable — just as 
Governor Hughes found the 
nationwide attention and crit-
icism uncomfortable when 
the photo of those Amish kids 
was published. 

Reynolds says she trusts 
Iowa parents to “do the right 
thing.” But does she believe 
the existing state laws that re-
quire a whole range of child-
hood immunizations before 
kindergarten should be op-
tional, too?  

Does she believe parents 
should have the right to ignore 
school dress codes — which 
prohibit kids from wearing 
such things as pants that defy 
gravity and don’t cover boys’ 

rear ends, girls’ super-short 
cutoffs, skin-tight leggings, or 
tops with spaghetti straps? 

Questions like these occur 
when government officials 
make hasty decisions without 
carefully considering the con-
sequences.
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A Storm Lake Lighthouse de-
sign by Andrea Bean.


