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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION 
 

Albert City-Truesdale  
Community School District 

Fiscal Year 2020-2021  
Gross Earnings 

 
Aronson Sandra                    5,335.00 
Balder Christina                   57,544.67 
Bauer-Roberts Vickey         19,608.55 
Baxter Kelly L                      58,278.00 
Bjork Julie A                        40,368.27 
Bolte Jaime                            4,141.90 
Busby Janelle R                    6,190.00 
Campidilli Ernest J               16,759.50 
Conlin Ben W                           465.00 
Conlin Hannah E                     379.50 
Conlin William D                  16,239.61 
Connolly April L                        250.00 
Davis Anna T                       24,652.94 
Dicks Taylor K                           687.50 
Dirks Ashley M                    59,894.87 
Ehlers Brady J                          174.00 
Ehlers Michelle A                   2,687.50 
Ellrich Kim                           30,701.00 
Ellrich Parker M                        116.00 
Falkena Debra S                  17,943.42 
Farrell Thomas A                      184.16 
Frederick Tabatha               43,808.09 
Golwitzer Jessica J                  500.00 
Haas Isaac                          14,608.07 
Hall Angela F                       52,507.28 
Hanson Jessica A                   7,911.35 
Hogrefe Andrea J                     562.50 
Hogrefe Larry A                     1,513.30 
Holt Cyndie L                      34,655.83 
Holt Tammy L                        5,890.98 
Hurd Wendy M                      1,062.50 
Huskamp Kelsey R             46,073.90 
Ingalls Judy M                      19,007.04 
Irwin Marieta E                    51,394.35 
Jesse Debra K                     14,937.48 
Johnson Hallie G                 37,470.65 
Kruse Amy K                          1,187.50 
Leewright Nicholas S           12,041.25 
Lewis Randle H                   13,215.18 
Lovin Sue                            10,735.63 
Mandernach Rebecca          2,628.85 
Martens Kelsey L                13,830.68 
Olson Julie V                       10,440.90 
Perkins Heather L                    875.00 
Reiling Kathy L                     12,287.50 
Ried Tim Scott                         940.50 
Rydstrom Dusten F              13,397.92 
Sievers Bradi M                   37,612.33 
Sievers Laura                      20,663.67 
Spragg Becky                     63,714.21 
Stepec Amy J                      31,238.74 
Stewart Emma G                     204.75 
Thams Brenda A                        62.50 
Unger Cooper S                  14,833.33 
Voyles Sarah C                    91,321.83 
Wenell Katie J                       1,591.33 
Wilson Thomas W                 9,628.02 
Wright Megan L                     1,187.50 
TOTAL WAGE                  1,057,297.83 
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IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR BUENA VISTA COUNTY 

 
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE SMALL ESTATE OF 
THOMAS McCARDELL, 

Deceased. 
 

PROBATE NO. ESPR017566 
 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
OF EXECUTOR AND  

NOTICE TO CREDITORS  
 
To All Persons Interested in the Small 
Estate of Thomas McCardell, De-
ceased, who died on or about August 
2, 2019: 
      You are hereby notified that on the 
8th day of July, 2021, the undersigned 
was appointed Executor of the small 
estate.   
      Notice is hereby given that all per-
sons indebted to the estate are re-
quested to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned, and creditors hav-
ing claims against the estate shall file 
them with the clerk of the above 
named district court, as provided by 
law, duly authenticated, for allowance, 
and unless so filed by the later to occur 
of four months from the second publi-
cation of this notice or one month from 
the date of the mailing of this notice 
(unless otherwise allowed or paid) a 
claim is thereafter forever barred. 
 
Dated this 8th day of July, 2021. 
 
Leslie McCardell 
310 Peterson Street 
Alta, IA 51002 
Executor 
 
Dan Connell 
DAN CONNELL, PC  
Address: 205 East Sixth Street, PO 
Box 1336, Storm Lake, IA  50588 
Attorney for the Executor 
 
Date of second publication: July 21, 
2021.                                         1/2-51

are wrong — as they say... 
hindsight is always 20/20.   

But over this past year we 
saw our leaders time and time 
again do what they thought 
was in the best interest of our 
communities.  And today, we 
celebrate them, their valiant 
efforts, countless hours of 
Zoom meetings and pouring 
over data so we could all do 
our very best and be together 
here today face to face. 

The Storm Lake Police De-
partment — I can’t think of a 
finer protective service than 
the SLPD. Chief Chris Cole 
and his force are top shelf. 
They have hard decisions to 
make each and every day to 
protect our communities, our 
children and our neighbors.   

Some acts of heroism are 
not so easily seen.  For exam-
ple, as I interact with students 
and their families in school, I 
have witnessed many acts of 
heroism made by parents for 
their kids. They have sacri-
ficed by leaving family mem-
bers and friends and have re-
located for employment and 
so their children can have bet-
ter educational opportuni-
ties.    

Today, I was able to walk in 
the parade alongside many of 
the teachers in our commu-
nity. We were asked to be rec-
ognized as hometown heroes 
because of the adversity we 
were faced with during this 
past school year.  Yes, our 
teachers and all school em-
ployees deserved to be recog-
nized as they risked getting 
sick from students who very 
often show no symptoms but 
still are infected with COVID- 
19.  

Our district was very cau-
tious in handling this past 
school year, being fully aware 
of the risks but at the same 
time recognizing that our stu-
dents needed us, they needed 
school, they needed each 
other face-to-face, and we 
needed them. I’m so glad that 
Superintendent Dr. Stacey 
Cole realized that being face- 
to-face with our students 
needed to happen. I’m so 
proud of the fact that we were 
able to not only overcome the 
challenges that stymied some 
districts, but we were actually 
able to thrive. 

 About 99% of our students 
wore their masks day in and 
day out without being told to 
either put it on or pull it up.  
They knew what they had to 
do in order to make this year 
work.  We asked them to rise 
up and accept the challenges 
and they did.  Aren’t, they too, 
in a sense, heroes?   

And I think about the em-
ployees at the stores in town. I 
think they’re heroes just for 
putting up with all the toilet 
paper hoarding!  I can’t imag-
ine all the conversations they 
must have had with angry 
customers wanting their toilet 
paper.  Good night!  What a 
disaster that was!  In all seri-
ousness, weren’t you all 
thankful for online ordering, 
curbside pickup and those 
employees who showed up to 
work day after day so we could 
get the items necessary to feed 
our families and keep our 
households running? That’s 
awesome. 

And how about all our doc-
tors and nurses and the teams 
of healthcare workers who 
worked extra shifts to cover for 
shortages while people quar-

antined or who were sick 
themselves.  Those who were 
on the front lines caring for 
those who were ill were and 
still are amazing!  And then 
followed, the valiant effort to 
swiftly organize and adminis-
ter vaccines — it was a large 
team effort.   

I also think about our 
Tyson turkey and pork em-
ployees who hardly missed a 
beat to ensure there were no 
meat shortages.  I just want all 
you Tyson employees to know 
you did much better helping 
to keep up with the meat sup-
ply than the toilet paper mak-
ers did! Thank you and way to 
go!  

Our self-employed com-
munity members had to get 
very creative and our restau-
rants had to pivot on a mo-
ment’s notice just to keep 
going. Not to mention our 
daycare providers who sud-
denly were faced with families 
isolating. And churches mov-
ing to online services to sup-
port everyone during a diffi-
cult time. 

I also know of countless 
acts of kindness whether it 
was bringing a meal to a 
neighbor, picking up some-
one’s groceries for them at the 
store, or sending an encourag-
ing text message to someone 
who needed support. All these 
things make this community 
and world a better place.  

Finally, I consider all those 
serving in the military heroes, 
but in addition, their family 
members supporting them 
are heros.  Not only do they 
have to keep things going on 
the homefront, but they also 
have that nagging worry 
about the safety of their mili-
tary member on their mind. 
The last story I’d like to share 
with you is about my 
Grandma Bral, who was a 
hero in her hometown back in 
the day.  She was 19 years old, 
newly married, and pregnant 
with her first child, which was 
my dad. 

My grandpa was drafted 
into the United States Navy 
and went off to fight in WWII 
in the South Pacific after his 
initial basic training.  Not only 
was her new husband drafted 
into service, but two of her 
brothers were drafted as well.  
The first was Wilford Pe-
tersen.  He was drafted into 
the Army as an infantry sol-
dier. As Corporal Petersen ex-
ited his landing craft in the 
Battle of Anzio near Nettuno, 
Italy he was met with German 
machine gun fire and was 
killed on May 12, 1944.  

 She had another brother 
named Lloyd who served in 
WWII in the Army as a cook in 
Europe.  Lloyd spent three 
years fighting in the war with-
out a single furlough. My 
grandpa who served in the 
South Pacific during WWII 
was also able to come home 
alive.  I am very proud of my 
family’s military service to this 
great country.  My grand-
mother worked hard while her 
three loved ones were away 
and supported her family’s 
service with pride and loyal 
commitment.  

As you look around you 
today, and in the days to come 
and run into our hometown 
heroes on the street, please 
stop to thank them.  We stood 
together as a community and 
we made it.  God bless each 
member of this awesome 
community and all the heroes 
and God bless America!  
Thank You!

Bral... 
Continued from previous page 

It’s history... 
for now 

 
BY ANDREW OFFENBURGER 

It’s history, folks.
nnLast December, I announced 
in these pages that I’d be leading 
a class to study the Storm Lake 

past and present, taught here at 
Miami University in Ohio, where I’m 
a professor of history. Fourteen stu-
dents signed up for the adventure. 
They trusted my promise: that this 
was one small town in America that 
they, like their professor, needed to 
understand. We learned so much. 
Sometimes I wondered: was I teach-
ing this class or taking it? 

Thanks to many of you, it was the 
most energizing and fascinating 
course I have offered to date. Nearly 
all of you opened up to us. Your sto-
ries — your memories, your opin-
ions, your journeys, and your news-
paper archives — shaped the 
content of our course. 

I knew, as an alumnus of Buena 
Vista University, that our readings 
and discussions would explore top-
ics like industrial agriculture, immi-
gration, environmentalism, race and 
the American Dream. I have taught 
them in other historical contexts. 

But, perhaps naively, yours truly Dr. 
Fancy Pants had not fully anticipated 
the challenges of studying them in 
contemporary America, especially in 
such a politically-charged present. 
Academics call this “applied history.” 
You all know it as real life. 

Discussing Storm Lake’s past and 
present forced my students and me 
to bumble through many awkward 
moments. A simple question could 
easily spiral into semantic madness. 
On one occasion, a student referred 
to the “minorities” in Storm Lake. (I 
see you smiling already.) Wait, we 
said, when we say “minority” in the 
context of Storm Lake, are we refer-
ring to whites or non-whites? Should 
whites not be Irish or Scandinavian-
American? And “non-white” is not 
the best term. Hispanics? Latinos? 
What’s the difference there? What 
about the Hmong? Or Sudanese? 
Should we describe folks by their ge-
ographic origin, ethnic identity, or 
mother tongue? 

It was a case study in productive 
frustration. It was wonderful. Your 
past and present taught us so much. 

We learned about the Vietnam 
War, about the “boat people” special 
report by Ed Bradley, and about Gov. 
Bob Ray’s work to relocate Southeast 
Asian refugees. We came to appreci-
ate the importance of unions and 
that pivotal year of 1981. We saw the 
last 40 years of your town unfold be-

fore our eyes: Hygrade, IBP and now 
Tyson. Most importantly, we wit-
nessed social change, feeling the 
pain of the 1996 immigration raid 
and watching the community re-
spond. 

Slowly but surely, students be-
came conversant in thorny issues 
that continue to perplex all of us. 
And they accomplished a tremen-
dous amount of research. 

They compiled 1,067 research 
notes from newspaper articles. In 
these — to be made available pub-
licly soon — you can search by key-
word for topics covered in this town’s 
papers from 1979 to 2021. I just 
searched for “translators” to come 
across a note from student Joey 
Puckett, who found a gem of a quote 
from a 1989 article in the Pilot-Tri-
bune on Khamlo Khounlo: “Khounlo 
said the refugee camp was crowded 
and there was just enough food to 
survive. In comparison, he said, his 
modest residence in Storm Lake is a 
fairy-tale castle and the simple-but-
regular meals a king’s feast.” 

Students maintained a weekly 
blog. Each entry summarized a week 
in our class and explored a topic of 
particular interest. Freshman math 
major Anna Rottenborn, for exam-
ple, examined our assigned books 
and newspaper research to see how 
gender roles have changed. Her post 
discussed “disappearing domestic-

ity,” how intensifying labor at low pay 
has led to a transformation of house-
hold roles. It’s increasingly difficult, if 
not impossible, for families in pork 
production to live on a single in-
come. 

They conducted more than 40 in-
terviews to supplement the aca-
demic works we read. In class and in-
dividually, we spoke with people 
from all walks of life. Emilia Marro-
quín’s story on migration, mother-
hood and personal sacrifice left a 
deep impression on us all. Nyajouk 
Deng, who graduated from Storm 
Lake High School in 2010, had a 
moving story, too. So many did. We 
also appreciated hearing Tyson’s 
view of its work in town, thanks to 
Gary Mickelson and Jeaneth Ibarra. 
(Only one person — Rep. Gary 
Worthan — refused to speak with us. 
My two emails and a voicemail left at 
his home went unanswered.) From 
all of these interviews, we will de-
posit 27 transcripts with the Buena 
Vista County Historical Society for 
safekeeping. 

Together with Dr. Andrea Frantz’s 
Digital Journalism class at BVU, stu-
dents wrote 17 profile pieces on a 
number of Storm Lakers. These will 
be published and promoted by the 
school district to address regional ig-
norance about immigrants — and 
Americans — driving the town’s 
growth. 

Finally, several students of mine 
penned editorials at the semester’s 
end. Four of these will run in the 
Times in the coming weeks. 
Nathaniel Hieber will discuss local 
changing attitudes on illegal immi-
gration. Katie Johnston will call for 
vigilance on policing issues, based 
on the town’s past. Rachel Rinehart 
will write on how the education sys-
tem brought about practical reforms. 
And Joey Puckett will argue that you 
should “resist Midwestern modesty.” 

Puckett has a point. You have 
much to be proud of. From all of this 
work, my students and I came to a 
deeper understanding of how Storm 
Lake upends popular perceptions of 
“small-town Iowa,” and how, at the 
same time, it points the way forward 
for a multicultural America. 

It was so much fun that I hated to 
see class end. 

So it won’t! In spring 2022, I’ll offer 
the same course and have students 
build on this year’s research, stretch-
ing back to the nineteenth century. 
And in the next few years, I expect to 
write my own study of the long his-
tory of this fascinating place. 

On behalf of my students, thank 
you. We will be in touch again soon. 

 
Andrew Offenburger can be 

reached at offenba@miamioh.edu 

Huge thank you 
 
I want to take this opportu-

nity for a huge thank you to 
the Star Spangled Spectacular 
Committee. I’m truly honored 
and humbled to be chosen as 
the Grand Marshal for the 
2021 Star Spangled Spectacu-
lar parade. It was an amazing 
day and it ended with the per-
fect spectacular fireworks. I 
also want to thank all my 

Beverly Alderson 
Beverly J. Alderson, 79, of 

Schaller died July 10, 2021 in 
Sioux City. 

Funeral services will take 
place Wednesday, July 14, at 
10:30 a.m. at Presbyterian 
Church in Schaller. Burial will 
be in Schaller Cemetery. Visita-
tion will take place one hour 
prior to the service at the 
church. Fratzke & Jensen Fu-
neral Home in Schaller is in 
charge of the arrangements. 

 

Charles Goodman 
Charles Reed Goodman, 93, 

of Alta died July 8, 2021 at 
Cherokee Specialty Care. 

Funeral Services will be 
held Wednesday, July 14, at 1 
p.m. at Lakeside Presbyterian 
Church in Storm Lake. Burial 
will be at Buena Vista Memo-
rial Park Cemetery in Storm 
Lake. Visitation will be one 
hour prior to the service on 
Wednesday, July 14, starting at 
12 p.m. at  Lakeside Presbyte-
rian Church. 

 

Donna Hoops 
Donna Jean "DJ" Hoops, 

69, of Storm Lake, and for-
merly of Alta, died Friday, July 
9, 2021 at her home. 

Memorial services will take 
place Friday, July 16, at 10:30 
a.m. at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church in Alta. Burial will be in 
Woodlawn Cemetery in Alta. 
Visitation will take place Fri-
day, July 16, from 9-10:30 a.m. 
at the church. Fratzke & Jensen 
Funeral Home in Storm Lake is 
in charge of the arrangements. 

 

Darcy Reese 
Darcy Reese, 52, of Storm 

Lake died Saturday, July 10, 
2021 at Trinity Regional Med-
ical Center in Fort Dodge. 

Memorial Services will take 
place Saturday, July 17, at 1 
p.m. at Fratzke & Jensen Fu-
neral Home in Storm Lake.
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THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR 
BUENA VISTA COUNTY 

 
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF 
RICHARD L. HOBERMAN, 

Deceased. 
 

CASE No. ESPR017567 
 

NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL, OF 
APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTOR, 

AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
 
To All Persons Interested in the Estate 
of Richard L. Hoberman, Deceased, 
who died on or about June 24, 2021: 
      You are hereby notified that on July 
8, 2021, the last will and testament of 
Richard L. Hoberman, deceased, bear-
ing date of July 31, 2018, was admitted 
to probate in the above named court 
and that Donna J. Larsen was ap-
pointed executor of the estate. Any ac-
tion to set aside the will must be 
brought in the district court of said 
county within the later to occur of four 
months from the date of the second 
publication of this notice or one month 
from the date of mailing of this notice 
to all heirs of the decedent and de-
visees under the will whose identities 
are reasonably ascertainable, or there-
after be forever barred. 
      Notice is further given that all per-
sons indebted to the estate are re-
quested to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned, and creditors hav-
ing claims against the estate shall file 
them with the clerk of the above 
named district court, as provided by 
law, duly authenticated, for allowance, 
and unless so filed by the later to occur 
of four months from the date of the sec-
ond publication of this notice or one 
month from the date of mailing of this 
notice (unless otherwise allowed or 
paid) a claim is thereafter forever 
barred. 
 
Dated July 9, 2021. 
 
Date of second publication: July 21, 
2021. 
 
Probate Code Section 304 
 
Mark T. Cornish, ICIS#: AT0001764 
Attorney for the Executor 
533 Erie St. 
P.O. Box 1074 
Storm Lake, IA 50588 
 
Donna J. Larsen 
Executor of the Estate 
501 S. Fulton St. 
Newell, IA 50568                       1/2-66

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION 
 

IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR BUENA VISTA COUNTY  

  
IN THE MATTER OF  

THE SMALL ESTATE OF 
ROBERT VICTOR HARRIS, 

Deceased. 
 

PROBATE NO. ESPR017570 
 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT  
OF EXECUTOR AND  

NOTICE TO CREDITORS   
  
To All Persons Interested in the Small 
Estate of Robert Victor Harris, De-
ceased, who died on or about June 25, 
2021:  
      You are hereby notified that on the 
11th day of July, 2021, the undersigned 
was appointed Executor of the small 
estate.    
      Notice is hereby given that all per-
sons indebted to the estate are re-
quested to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned, and creditors hav-
ing claims against the estate shall file 
them with the clerk of the above 
named district court, as provided by 
law, duly authenticated, for allowance, 
and unless so filed by the later to occur 
of four months from the second publi-
cation of this notice or one month from 
the date of the mailing of this notice 
(unless otherwise allowed or paid) a 
claim is thereafter forever barred.  
  
Dated this 12th day of July 2021.  
  
Cari Ann Cawley 
404 Clover Leaf Ave. 
Hartford, SD  57033  
Executor  
  
Dan Connell  
DAN CONNELL, PC   
Address: 205 East Sixth Street, PO 
Box 1336, Storm Lake, IA  50588  
Attorney for the Executor  
  
Date of second publication: July 21, 
2021.                                         1/2-51

friends, family and the com-
munity for your support and 
your kind words.  

 
POM KAVAN 
Storm Lake

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
TIMES@STORMLAKE.COM  
OR MAIL: PO BOX 487 
STORM LAKE, IA 50588

OBITUARIES REAL ESTATE  
TRANSFERS 

 
DEEDS 

Dale R. Arends and Lori A. 
Arends to Karen Nehring and 
Reva Arends 6/01 Newell 
Newell Original Lots 5 and 6, 
Block 7 (Warranty Deed) 

Carlos Almendarez, Bertha 
Almendarez, Guy Nyre and 
Merjani Nyre to Bright Land 
Partnership 6/01 College Add 
Storm lake Storm Lake Origi-
nal Lots 1,2,3 Block 68 (War-
ranty Deed) 

Michael G. Kelly and Kim-
berley A. Kelly to Robeka 
Dolek and Top Bidit 6/01 S/D 
Lots 4A & 4B in Replats Lot 4 
Storm Lake Colby Develop-
ment 1st Add Lot 2 (Warranty 
Deed) 

Kimberly S. Johnson to 
Giles Albers and Stacey Albers 
6/01 Lakeside Beach 2nd Add 
Lakeside Lakeside Original 
Lots 1,2,3,4,5 Block 10 (War-
ranty Deed) 

Stacey DeWerff Albers to 
Oswaldo Huato 6/01 Storm 
Lake Meadow Lane 2nd Add 
Lot 6, Block 3 (Warranty Deed) 

R & B Convenience LLC to 
Central Mart LLC 6/01 Lot 3 
Aud S/D SW4NW4 02 90 37 
(Warranty Deed) 

R & B Convenience LLC to 
Central Mart LLC 6/01 Aud 
S/D SW NW 029037 Lot 3 
(Warranty Deed) 

R & B Convenience LLC to 
Central Mart LLC 6/01 Lot 3 05 
90 37 Lot 3 Platted Whitney 
Pierce Beach 
SE4SW4&SW4SE4 05 90 37 
(Warranty Deed) 

Robert R. Hall and Nancy 
A. Hall to Ronald Morris and 
Beth Morris 6/02 NW4 Alta 
Alta Original 26 91 38 (War-
ranty Deed) 

Connie Sue Urban to Violet 
Carol Neal 6/02 2nd Add 
Newell Newell Original Lots 9 
and 10, Block 16 (Warranty 
Deed) 

Larry G. Lucht and Barbara 
A. Lucht to Blueline Buena 
Vista LLC 6/02 Alta 1st Add Lot 
5 Block 10 (Warranty Deed) 


